
Families and the 
VLA



What is the Virginia 
Literacy Act? 

• The Virginia Literacy Act:

• A law aimed at improving reading skills for K-8 
students

• Requires schools to screen all K-5 students for 
reading difficulties

• Mandates evidence-based reading instruction and 
intervention

• Provides additional support for struggling readers

• Goals: Early identification and support for reading 
challenges 



What does research say?



Virginia Language & 
Literacy Screening 

System
(VALLSS)



What is VALLSS?

• It's a screening tool used by schools in Virginia 
to assess the early language and literacy skills of 
students in grades K-5.

• The purpose of VALLSS is to help identify 
students who may be at risk of developing 
reading difficulties so they can receive early 
intervention.





What do VALLSS Grades 
4-8 Scores Tell you?

Well-Below  

Approaching

Adequate

Oral Reading Fluency

Spelling

Sentence Comprehension

Morphology



What to Expect

Division Level

Division wide literacy plan

Evidence based literacy curriculum

New screener (VALLSS)

Classroom Level

Evidence based literacy instruction (Tutoring after and before school)

Use of approved high quality instructional material 

Teacher professional development 

Student reading plans 

Reports from VALLSS

Home Level

Free online resources to support learning at home

Invitation to a reading plan meeting





Where can I find out more?

•School Reading Specialist
•PWCS VLA webpage
•Virginia Department of Education 
(VDOE) Website
•Virginia Literacy Partnership (VLP) 
Website
•Your child's teacher
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